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     It is my pleasure to share Madonna Rehabilitation 

Hospitals’ 2016 Annual Report. Guided by our 

strategic plan, Madonna completed a monumental 

year. While we are all proud of Madonna’s many 

accomplishments, there are two that I would classify 

as crowning achievements. The first was the opening 

of Madonna’s Omaha Campus on Sept. 29. After five 

years of detailed planning and hard work, we are 

excited to join our clinical partners in Omaha’s exceptional medical community.

     The second was implementing the final components of Madonna’s electronic 

health record system. Sunrise Innovations was developed by Madonna staff to meet 

the unique and varying needs of rehabilitation hospitals. Recognizing the power of 

this system, Allscripts Healthcare Solutions, Inc., a healthcare software company, 

entered into a content license agreement with Madonna. This agreement will allow 

Allscripts’ health care clients nationwide to subscribe and use the Madonna service.  

     These achievements enhance our ability to provide world-class rehabilitation and 

strengthen Madonna’s efforts to become a national rehabilitation center of excellence.  

We wish to thank our volunteer Board of Directors; our sponsor, Bishop James Conley 

and his representative Fr. John Sullivan; our administrative team; and our dedicated  

staff. They are all keys to our success.     

     “Before and above all things, care is to be taken of the sick so that they may 

be served in every deed as Christ himself.” This was the mission the Benedictine 

Sisters (Madonna’s founding sponsors) brought to Lincoln in 1958. After 58 years of 

rehabilitation excellence, we are positioned for even greater success in Lincoln. A 

second Madonna campus addresses the need for state-of-the-art rehabilitation in 

Omaha and beyond–our best days are ahead of us.
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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospitals is a Catholic 
hospital system that 
provides physical medicine 
and rehabilitation services 
to children and adults 
throughout the nation. 
We rehabilitate those who 
have sustained injuries or 
disabling conditions 
so they can fully participate 
in life. We lead research 
to improve outcomes 
and prevent physical 
disabilities and promote 
wellness through 
community programs.
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Madonna’s history,  
mission and beliefs.
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Madonna’s Omaha Campus–a new era in rehabilitation

Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals’ 
Board of Directors join in celebrating 
the grand opening of the Omaha 
Campus on Sept. 29, 2016, with a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

        

     On Sept. 29, 2016, Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals opened its doors in Omaha, 

ushering in a new era of individualized, inpatient rehabilitation. Staff, former patients 

and community partners gathered to celebrate the milestone.

     The state-of-the art facility allows Madonna to serve a greater number of 

adults and children who have sustained brain injuries, spinal cord injuries, stroke, 

neurological diseases and pulmonary conditions. Located just west of Village Pointe 

Shopping Center, the 260,000-square-foot Omaha Campus has 110-private patient 

rooms and includes three major areas—an acute rehabilitation hospital with a 

dedicated children’s rehabilitation unit and a rehabilitation specialty hospital. 

     The Madonna Institute of Rehabilitation Science and Engineering is on site and 

collaborates with university researchers, clinicians, scientists and industry business 

leaders in Omaha and across the country in developing new technology.

     Similar to the Lincoln Campus, the hospital includes a main therapy gym, a 

warm-water pool, a chapel and Independence Square—a simulated community 

for patients to practice daily independent living skills, such as driving, laundry and 

grocery shopping. 

     A partnership with the University of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC) and its 

primary clinical partner, Nebraska Medicine, is providing physician support for 

adult patients. Samuel Bierner, M.D., is leading the effort with more than 25 years 

of experience in the specialty of physical medicine and rehabilitation (PM&R). 

Madonna and UNMC are also establishing and supporting the PM&R department 

which will include a residency program. The program is the first of its kind in the 

region. Medical students and residents will train at Madonna’s Omaha campus.  

In addition, Children’s Hospital & Medical Center is providing specialty physician 

medical services for Madonna’s pediatric unit.

     The journey to Omaha began with a vision fueled by an unwavering  

commitment to our mission. Madonna is changing the face of rehabilitation by 

investing in exceptional and compassionate talent, groundbreaking technology and 

progressive treatment. 
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Patients served

REFERRAL MARKET RESULTS FOR MADONNA REHABILITATION HOSPITALS

•     109 hospitals and health care facilities referred patients

•     1,200 physicians referred patients

In fiscal year 2016, Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals served patients from 17 U.S. states including: Alabama, Arizona, 

Colorado, Iowa, Illinois, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Nebraska, New York, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, 

Texas, Utah and Wyoming. (U.S. admissions shown in dark purple.)

NATIONAL ADMISSIONS

ADMISSIONS FROM THE REGION

• 58 percent of patients 

admitted to Madonna 

Rehabilitation Hospital were 

from out of state/regional. 

• 52 percent of patients 

admitted to Madonna 

Rehabilitation Specialty 

Hospital-Lincoln were from 

out-of-state/regional. 

• 75 percent of patients 

admitted to Madonna 

Rehabilitation Specialty 

Hospital-Bellevue were from 

the Omaha metro; 25 percent 

were from the region.

ON-SITE TEAM NURSE LIAISONS 

We believe that rehabilitation starts in the acute care hospital. At Madonna, we 

have a team of 11 nurses liaisons living in communities around the Midwest. These 

nurses are committed to talking with each of our prospective patients about the 

importance of making a good decision and what to look for when choosing a 

rehabilitation hospital. A nurse liaison is a registered nurse who coordinates  

pre-admission assessments for potential patients to our programs.
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NET REVENUE

Madonna is pleased to report another successful financial year with net operating 

revenues reaching $119,366,337, an 8.8 percent increase from last year. Total assets 

reached $243,793,814, a $16 million increase.



Now you can.® | 5

Members of John Cummings’ team honored him with a Spirit 
Award for his positivity throughout his rehabilitation. Celebrating 
with John are (L to R) Cali Carlson, Taunya Schlueter, his wife 
Cindy, Lori Holz and Chelsea Campbell.

Wichita man’s recovery fosters attitude of gratitude

     John Cummings has one word for his recovery journey: 

life-changing. On Jan. 2, 2016, John was removing Christmas 

lights from his house when the ladder slipped and he  

plunged 12 feet to the concrete. John’s wife, Cindy, and a 

neighbor found him unresponsive and called 911. John was 

rushed to Wesley Medical Center in his hometown of Wichita, 

Kansas, where surgeons fused the fractured L1 vertebrae in his 

lower back. 

    Two weeks later, John arrived at Madonna Rehabilitation 

Specialty Hospital-Lincoln, weak and unable to walk. Nerve 

damage caused excruciating leg pain. John’s nursing team 

gradually weaned him off the pain medication. “I immediately 

felt better,” said John, who was determined to regain his 

mobility. “From day one, my main goal was to leave walking.”

    A successful business owner and devoted family man with 

three children, John’s upbeat attitude influenced his outcomes. 

“I believe positive thinking makes good things happen.”

    Once he grew stronger, John transitioned to Madonna 

Rehabilitation Hospital-Lincoln and began his intense, 

specialized program. He discovered the therapy gym was a 

source of inspiration and newfound friends. “I met patients with 

far worse injuries, all working so hard,” said John. “We bonded 

through encouraging each other and sharing experiences.”

     Competitive by nature, John continually pushed himself. 

“If my therapist said to do 20 repetitions, I’d do 25,” he joked.

The Ekso™, a bionic suit, improved his balance and leg muscles. 

A major turning point came when John first stood independently. 

“It boosted my confidence that I could return to work.”

     The loving support of John’s family and friends lifted his 

spirits and kept him focused on his goals. Within three months, 

John walked out the doors of Madonna using a cane. He’s 

returned to work and an active family life. John continues to 

finesse his gait  through outpatient therapy in Wichita.

     Reflecting on the accident, John says, “life-changing is 

a good word.” The grateful Kansan credits his successful 

recovery to a combination of advanced technology and his 

Madonna team. “It’s hard to imagine getting that level of care 

anywhere else.” 



Outcomes
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670 inpatients served

33% Stroke

14% Spinal Cord Injury

9% Complex Medical

7% Major Multiple Trauma 

36% Brain Injury

MADONNA REHABILITATION HOSPITAL (MRH-L)

Eighty-three percent of patients served had 

neurologically impaired diagnoses such as stroke, 

brain injury and spinal cord injury. Seventy-two 

percent of MRH-L patients discharge to a community 

setting (exceeds national average.) Of the 670 

patients cared for by MRH-L, 99 (15 percent)  

were children.
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1% Other 

244 inpatients served

51% Complex Medical

8% Stroke

6% Wound

8% Major Multiple Trauma 

26% Pulmonary

1% Other
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MADONNA REHABILITATION  

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL-BELLEVUE (MRSH-B)

Seventy-seven percent of patients served had 

complex medical or pulmonary conditions.   

MRSH-B discharged 32 percent of patients directly 

to a community setting with 9 percent discharged to 

an acute rehabilitation hospital on their journey back 

to the community. 

456 inpatients served

15% Stroke

7% Major Multiple 

37% Pulmonary

7% Brain Injury

25% Complex Medical

9% Other
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MADONNA REHABILITATION  

SPECIALTY HOSPITAL-LINCOLN (MRSH-L) 

Sixty-two percent of patients served had  

complex medical or pulmonary conditions.  

MRSH-L discharged 27 percent of patients directly 

to a community setting with 18 percent discharged 

to an acute rehabilitation hospital on their journey 

back to the community.

LONG-TERM OUTCOMES

Madonna staff contacted 244 individuals by telephone to track patient gains six months to one year after discharge to the 

community from Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals.

• 99.6 percent were still living in a community setting.

• 98.3 percent reported being actively involved in some form of ongoing exercise or wellness activity.
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After a paralyzing 
spinal cord injury, 
Lloyd Kalfs regained 
his independence to 
participate in his love 
of outdoor activities .

Outdoor enthusiast resumes active life after spinal cord injury

     Lloyd Kalfs isn’t letting a spinal cord injury limit his 

enthusiasm for life and communing with Mother Nature.

     Growing up on a farm in Okabena, Minnesota, Lloyd 

developed his love for the great outdoors. In addition to 

working in the fields, he learned to fish, hunt and trap. “I grew 

to appreciate wildlife and nature,” said Lloyd.

     Those passions heavily influenced his decision to pursue 

a degree in natural resources. “I chose a career where I could 

ensure future generations had similar opportunities,” said 

Lloyd, a graduate of Northland College in Ashland, Wisconsin.

     Three years later, the outdoorsman found his idyllic world 

upended. On June 15, 2013, Lloyd was involved in a single car 

roll-over crash less than a mile from his home. Days later, he 

woke up in Sanford Hospital in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, with 

no recollection of the crash.

     Doctors discovered Lloyd’s heart would periodically stop 

beating for 30 to 60 seconds and likely contributed to his 

accident. Lloyd’s extensive injuries included a C6-C7 spinal 

cord injury. Surgeons realigned his spine and installed a 

pacemaker to regulate the young man’s erratic heartbeat.

    Lloyd arrived on July 8 at Madonna Rehabilitation Specialty 

Hospital-Lincoln. He couldn’t breathe or eat on his own and 

was paralyzed from the chest down. He overcame pneumonia, 

urinary tract infections and endured another painful neck 

surgery. On July 31, with the introduction of a Passy Muir® valve, 

Lloyd spoke his first words.

     During five months of rehabilitation, Lloyd celebrated many 

successes, including weaning from the ventilator, eating a 

regular diet and mastering his sip and puff power wheelchair.

     When he returned home, Lloyd made additional gains in 

a year of outpatient therapy. Living independently in his own 

home is rewarding. Everyday tasks others may take for granted, 

like running a cell phone or computer, empower Lloyd.

     His game changer is an Action Trackchair® purchased last 

year after a fundraiser sponsored by the high school girls 

basketball team he helps coach. “I can easily traverse on any 

terrain and hunt with my buddies,” said Lloyd, who counts deer, 

pheasant, turkey and a bear, among his trophies. Standing 

upright is an incredible feeling for the 6-foot-7-inch tall hunter.

     Lloyd’s persistence to embrace life is admirable. “Although 

life may be different, it doesn’t mean that different cannot be 

great. It doesn’t mean that different can’t be amazing!”
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Madonna gives back to the community

Madonna’s mission and values are evident every day in the hospitals’ daily activities and in the ways the organization  

gives back to the community.

CHARITY CARE 

Services provided to patients unable to pay for 

health care totaled $1,359,488 in the 2016 fiscal 

year. Madonna provided two avenues for patients 

to qualify for free or reduced-cost services: charity 

care based on patient income level and St. Benedict 

funds set aside by the Madonna Foundation to assist 

patients and families in crisis. 

SUBSIDIZED HEALTH SERVICES 

Madonna absorbed $3,894,548 in losses due 

to shortfalls between patient care costs and the 

amounts paid by Medicare for the Transitional Care 

Unit (TCU) and outpatient services.

COMMUNITY MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION

Because people with disabilities and the elderly have 

increased health care needs, isolation from providers 

can have a profound impact on the quality of their 

life, health and safety. Madonna’s Community Medical 

Transportation Program allows individuals to get the 

timely medical care they need, decreasing the number 

of situations that could result in emergency room trips 

and increased costs.

ADAPTIVE SPORTS

Madonna’s Adaptive Sports and Recreation program 

served 786 individuals, including 143 patients and 

643 community members with disabilities, in fiscal 

year 2016. 

DONATED MEDICAL EQUIPMENT

Medical supplies totaling $20,000 were provided to 

Cross Ministries, a non-profit Christian organization 

that supplies missionaries around the globe. 

EDUCATION

Madonna’s workforce shares the latest research and best 

practices for rehabilitation.  In fiscal year 2015-2016:

• More than 50 employees made local, regional, 

national and international presentations on 

Madonna’s behalf.

• Madonna employees gave over 150 presentations in 

17 states and 4 countries including Canada, Taiwan  

and Switzerland.
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SUNRISE INNOVATIONS BY MADONNA–AN ELECTRONIC 
DOCUMENTATION SOLUTION

     After eight years of development, Madonna’s electronic 

medical record (EMR) was fully implemented in 2016. Sunrise 

Innovations by Madonna was specifically designed and 

created for post-acute care providers. The system is built 

on a foundation of evidence-based treatment research and 

enhanced documentation principles meeting all regulatory 

compliance requirements. “Sunrise Innovations by Madonna 

delivers a comprehensive clinical documentation system that 

meets the various workflow needs of therapists, nurses, cases 

managers and social workers involved in post-acute care 

settings,” said Roberta Steinhauser, Madonna’s director of 

hospital applications. “This is an outstanding accomplishment 

for our organization.”

       Recognizing the power of Sunrise Innovation by 

Madonna, Allscripts Healthcare Solution, Inc., entered into a 

content license agreement with Madonna. This partnership 

will allow Allscripts’ clients nationally to access Madonna’s 

comprehensive post-acute care patient evaluation and 

documentation system via subscription.  

     Madonna’s clinical staff members who were instrumental in 

content development, along with Allscripts representatives, are 

working with facilities across the country to promote Sunrise 

Innovations by Madonna.  

     Relearning to walk and remain physically active are 

important rehabilitation goals for individuals with weakness, 

numbness or balance issues, and those recovering from a 

disabling injury or illness. To regain walking ability, thousands 

of step-like movements are required to achieve lasting 

neuroplasticity gains. Often these individuals face barriers due 

to the lack of equipment that appropriately accommodates the 

needs of compromised muscles. Enter ICARE™. 

     Developed at the Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals and 

Research Institute in Lincoln, Nebraska, the ICARE is a fully-

integrated system that provides a safe, effective method to 

assist patients with neuromuscular disorders that result from 

stroke, traumatic brain injury, partial spinal cord injury and 

other injuries or diseases. ICARE’s intelligent control provides 

a movement that challenges the body with assistance and 

resistance. It is designed to provide an “assist as needed” 

approach that is similar to what a therapist provides physically 

and intuitively while gait training a patient.

     The Madonna ICARE is sold to rehabilitation hospitals 

around the world and can be found in the United States, 

Canada, South America and Australia.

Madonna’s national and international presence

L to R: Teresa Farlin, Lisa Andersen, Kathy Schmidt,  
Marilyn Dongilli, Linda Storz, Teresa Shada, Jeff Rowland,  
Michele Ohlmann, Julie White, Carrie Windhorst, Roberta 
Steinhauser, Cathy Pompeo and Brandon Luethke.
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$2.8 million 
Donated to Madonna  
Foundation in 2015-16

1,015  
Number of donors  

in 2015-16

11,699 
Number of gifts 

to the Foundation 
 

542 
Number of  

employee donors

$24 million 
Amount of gifts transferred 
to the hospital over 10 years

Madonna board member Kevin Werts recalled the joy his 

son, Blake, felt after receiving an all-terrain wheelchair 

(pictured with his family, including Blake, wife, Peggy, and 

son, Bryce). That’s why Kevin helped launch Madonna’s 

First Hope Patient Equipment Fund in 2012 with a 

$100,000 gift from Cabela’s CLUB. To date, the fund has 

granted 92 requests totaling nearly $90,000.  “Cabela’s 

CLUB understands that some families may not have the 

means to acquire the tools they need to simplify the life of 

their loved ones with disabilities. It is gratifying for Cabela’s 

CLUB to see the benefits of this program,” said Kevin. 

Thanks to generous donors to the Brain Initiative, the 

Madonna Foundation raised $2.1 million to expand 

technology and research. The Armeo®, an exoskeleton 

with integrated springs, is one example of the cutting-edge 

technology that helps patients like Taylor Graham (pictured 

at right). After enduring a paralyzing injury in a motorcycle 

accident, Taylor has rebuilt his life. He is now married, 

graduated from college and competes on the Madonna 

MatchPoint Wheelchair tennis team. 

Madonna Foundation–supporting the future of rehabilitation
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Madonna Research Institute–advancing the field of rehabilitation 

     The Madonna Research Institute for Rehabilitation Science 

and Engineering’s groundbreaking research brings new and 

exciting technologies and treatment approaches to our patients. 

These efforts are a vital extension of Madonna Rehabilitation 

Hospitals’ mission—to equip those who have sustained injuries 

or disabling conditions with the necessary tools so they can 

resume activities that give their lives meaning. Work done by 

the research team in the past year has influenced patient care at 

Madonna and has advanced the field of rehabilitation sciences 

nationally and internationally.

     Judith Burnfield, PT, Ph.D., and the Movement and 

Neurosciences Center of Excellence team helped children with 

physical disabilities and chronic conditions improve their walking 

and fitness through an intensive training program on the Pedi-

ICARE. The team developed the technology with the National 

Institute on Disability, Independent Living and Rehabilitation 

Research funding. The patented adult ICARE technology is 

being used in rehabilitation, medical fitness and home settings 

across the world to improve functional independence and health 

following severe injuries or illnesses. 

    Susan Fager, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, and her team within the 

Communication Center of Excellence, used eye tracking 

technology to develop new communication software options. 

They partner with the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center 

on Augmentative and Alternative Communication funded through 

the National Institute on Independent Living and Rehabilitation 

Research. The results restored communication for individuals 

unable to talk due to conditions such as severe strokes or  

head injuries.

     Chase Pfeifer, Ph.D., and the Rehabilitation Engineering 

Center of Excellence team, collaborated with clinicians and other 

Institute researchers to generate novel solutions that promoted 

greater independence of patients rehabilitating at Madonna. 

Technology innovations, bridging the domains of mechanical 

and material engineering, electrical engineering and computer 

sciences, enabled individuals with limited movement ability 

to communicate their needs with clinical staff, control their 

environment, and engage in recreational activities such as use of 

computerized gaming technology.

Susan Fager, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, shares feedback 
from the eye tracking study with 
Tony Sanson, a research participant in the 
Communication Center of Excellence.



Workforce development
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1993 employees
Employed at the Lincoln
 and Omaha campuses

EMPLOYEE SAFETY 

Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals successfully 

advanced employee safety this year and has 

exceeded its goal to expand and enhance the 

service standard of safety. Madonna’s Occupational 

Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) reportable 

injury rate is 4.6 which remains well below the 

2014 national rate of 7.4 for similar post-acute care 

facilities. Madonna’s overall OSHA injury rate has  

been below the national rate every year for the  

past 11 years. 

EMPLOYEE DEDICATION

Severe seizures left 6-year-old Nate Venne unable to move 

like other children his age. He couldn’t hold his head up and 

needed to be pushed in a wheelchair. The transdisciplinary 

team led by Adam Kafka, M.D., a pediatric physiatrist, worked 

hard to get Nate on the path to success. He relearned how 

to walk, talk, eat and even see again. Through daily therapy 

and hard work, he grew stronger and developed special 

bonds with his care staff. “They love him. They treat him 

great and that’s always nice to see when it’s your child,” said 

Beth Venne, Nate’s mother.      

EMPLOYEE INNOVATION

Maddox, born premature, relied on a ventilator for breathing as 

she worked on her developmental milestones in the Madonna 

TherapyPlus outpatient program. The amount of medical 

equipment accompanying the toddler was mind-boggling.  

Tara Luetkenhaus, physical therapist, asked Mel Tucker, Madonna 

carpenter and a Nebraska Hospital Association Caring Kind 

award recipient, for help. Mel’s handiwork produced an adorable 

wheeled cart with storage. The handles adjusted as Maddox 

grew. More importantly, her mobility increased dramatically. 

Today, Maddox walks independently. “It was fun to create 

something special to help in a patient’s recovery,” said Mel.
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Madonna’s continuum of care

Director of Inpatient Therapy of Madonna Rehabilitation 
Specialty Hospital-Omaha, Cheryl Wagoner, right, works 
with patient Sandy Peer. Medically fragile individuals with 
clinically complex problems can receive medical and 
rehabilitative care in Madonna Rehabilitation Specialty 
Hospitals before transferring to the more intense acute 
rehabilitation for their recovery. 

     Those who sustain a serious injury or illness are 

frequently sent to trauma hospitals to stabilize their medical 

condition. However, the journey to full recovery doesn’t stop 

following discharge from the trauma center.

     To regain their highest possible level of independence 

and resume activities that give their lives meaning, most 

individuals benefit from intensive specialized rehabilitation.

     Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals offer a full continuum 

of rehabilitation services customized to the unique medical, 

rehabilitative and personal needs of each patient. Madonna’s 

capacity to seamlessly integrate services across different 

specialty programs and levels of care is just one reason why 

patients select Madonna as their provider of choice following 

a serious injury or illness.

     Medically fragile individuals with clinically complex 

problems, including stroke and brain injury, can receive 

extended medical and rehabilitative care in Madonna 

Rehabilitation Specialty Hospital (MRSH), a licensed  

long-term care hospital available at both Lincoln and  

Omaha campuses.

     “Madonna is quickly becoming a well-known rehabilitation 

hospital in Omaha and the surrounding areas,” said Susan 

Ohnoutka, M.D., MRSH Omaha medical director and  

staff hospitalist.

     MRSH maximizes the patient’s recovery and insurance 

benefits to ensure individuals are medically able to tolerate 

the more intense acute rehabilitation phase of their recovery. 

     Madonna offers intensive transdisciplinary inpatient 

rehabilitation for individuals recovering from serious injuries 

and illnesses. Each day, certified rehabilitation nurses and 

licensed therapists provide inpatients with specialized 

treatments and more than three hours of physical therapy, 

occupational therapy, speech therapy, psychology and/or 

recreational therapy to help restore independence.

     Patients often return to Madonna’s Rehabilitation Day 

Program, which focuses on community reintegration, 

wellness training, and life skills acquisition. Also a 

transdisciplinary program, it delivers three to five hours of 

therapy per day, three to five days a week.

     “Using an in-house hospitalist team allows us to 

respond to patient needs and the ever-changing 

healthcare environment,” said Tom Stalder, M.D., Madonna 

Rehabilitation Hospitals’ vice president of Medical Affairs 

and chief medical officer.

     Patients may then transition into Madonna’s Outpatient 

Program or return to their home community for outpatient 

services. Patients receive physical therapy, occupational 

therapy and/or speech therapy one to three times 

per week.

     Following formal rehabilitation, patients are encouraged 

to return to Madonna’s Specialty Clinics and then annually 

for a comprehensive assessment.

     “Our relationships with the University of Nebraska 

Medical Center and Children’s Hospital & Medical Center 

position us to be the center of rehabilitative excellence 

for children and adults,” said Samuel Bierner, M.D., MRH 

Omaha Medical Director. “It’s an exciting time for all 

disciplines to be part of the Madonna team!”
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Madonna’s community services reach new heights

St. Jane de Chantal highlights

Madonna TherapyPlus offers a 

range of outpatient rehabilitation 

services in Lincoln, Nebraska, 

from sports injuries and single 

service orthopedic sprains, 

strains and post-operative care to 

comprehensive rehabilitation for 

neurological conditions.

MADONNA THERAPYPLUS

The public voted Madonna 

TherapyPlus number one for 

physical therapy in the KFOR  

Best of Lincoln public survey 

for the 12th year since 2004. 

MADONNA PROACTIVE

Madonna ProActive is Lincoln, 

Nebraska’s, first medically-based 

health, fitness and wellness facility. 

It’s also the first to be based on 

a rehabilitation model. ProActive 

provides medical, therapeutic and 

educational fitness and wellness 

expertise. 

MADONNA FIT FOR WORK

Madonna Fit for Work combines 

occupational health, wellness, 

safety and coordination of 

workers’ compensation with 

expert services conveniently 

available from Madonna 

Rehabilitation Hospitals, Madonna 

TherapyPlus outpatient clinics and 

Madonna ProActive.

St. Jane de Chantal Long Term Care Services at Madonna includes a 38-bed ventilator and special care unit, a 21-bed Transitional 

Care Rehabilitation Unit and a 66-bed nursing home. In addition, there is an eight-bed Assisted Living unit for young adults  

with high acuity special care needs.

4,200 
members

#1 

voted

This year, ProActive’s annual total 

membership achieved a new  

success, operating with more  

than 4,200 members.  

17    new 
 wellness 
companies

This year, Fit for Work enrolled 

17 wellness companies as part of 

our Madonna programs. Wellness 

companies partner with Madonna  

Fit For Work to improve their 

employees’ health.

St. Jane de Chantal Long Term Care Services Administrator 

Melody Gagner (left) and Long Term Care Manager Kelly 

Sparr, pose by an oversized replica of the National Quality 

Award in Nashville, Tennessee. In June 2016, St. Jane de 

Chantal received the National Quality Bronze Award from the 

American Health Care Association and National Center for 

Assisted Living (AHCA/NCAL). The award honors providers 

for their commitment to improving the lives of residents 

through quality care. It is the first of three distinctions 

possible through the National Quality Award Program, 

presented by the AHCA/NCAL, the leading association for 

long term and post-acute care.
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Fr. John Sullivan
Mike McCrory, secretary 
Kevin Werts, treasurer  

DIRECTORS
Scott Becker, C.P.A.
Carol Beran
John Bergmeyer, J.D.
Barbara Braden, Ph.D.
Brad Nietfeldt
Jim Schulz
Marlin Stahl, M.D.
William Thorell, M.D.

EX OFFICIO (VOTING MEMBER)
Greg Vasek

EX OFFICIO (NON-VOTING MEMBER) 
David Buntain

2016-2017 MADONNA  
REHABILITATION HOSPITAL  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
Gary Perkins, chair
Fr. John Sullivan, vice chair
Jason Doll, secretary 
Victor Witkowicz, treasurer 

DIRECTORS
David Gannon
Gary Hausmann   
Kacey Lempka

2016-2017 MADONNA  
REHABILITATION  
HOSPITALS SYSTEMS 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“The Madonna Foundation is blessed to have 
many friends and donors who have responded 
to numerous efforts in the past three years. The 
Brain Initiative met its goal of raising $2 million 
to purchase state-of-the-art rehabilitation 
technology for the Lincoln Campus, all while 
the Omaha Campus Campaign continues its 
drive to raise millions for the campus west 
of Village Pointe. We are grateful to all who 
have made this possible and look forward 
to partnering with our friends and donors to 
continue to help rebuild patients’ lives.”

–Greg Vasek 
   Madonna Foundation chair

"With the opening of the new Madonna 
Rehabilitation Hospital in Omaha and the 
relocation of Madonna Rehabilitation Specialty 
Hospital-Omaha beds from [space within] 
the Bellevue Medical Center, Madonna is 
positioned to continue to provide the highest 
quality of post acute care services to meet the 
needs of patients in the greater Omaha area."

–Gary Perkins 
   Madonna Rehabilitation 
   Systems chair

“We have taken great pride in building  
the Omaha Campus. Nebraska will 
benefit from having two world-class 
hospital campuses as we will be able to 
double the impact we have on patients. 
Madonna is a place where miracles 
happen; let them begin.”

–Lynn Roper 
   Madonna Rehabilitation 
   Hospital Board chair

2016-2017 FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
Greg Vasek, chair
Dan Vokoun, vice chair 
Paul Dongilli, Jr., Ph.D. president and chief executive officer
Tawnya Starr, secretary
Lauren Pugliese, treasurer

DIRECTORS
Michael Cintani  
Colby Johnson
Kris Love 
Lisa Smith 

Madonna’s leadership
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At Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospitals, we combine 
heartfelt hospitality with 
incomparable innovation 
and education. Our clinical 
expertise, world-class 
research and state-of-the-art 
equipment empower us to 
help all patients, even those 
whose diagnoses pose the 
most complex challenges. 
Our investment in exceptional 
talent, groundbreaking 
technology and progressive 
treatments is changing the 
face of rehabilitation. 

Our people are changing lives.

On the cover: The Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals 
Chairman’s GOAL Awards honors patients’ successful 
rehabilitation. The 2016 recipients include (clockwise 
L-R) Contessa Siders, stroke survivor from Sioux City, 
Iowa; James McGinnis, traumatic brain injury survivor 
from Olathe, Kansas; Kallie Zitek, pediatric traumatic 
brain injury survivor from Seward, Nebraska; and 
Rodney Guthmiller, traumatic brain injury survivor from 
Lesterville, South Dakota.


